Victims claim '80s abuse
by late Mass. priest
BRAINTREE, Mass. — Three
former altar boys have accused

a now-deceased Lowell priest
of repeatedly sexually abusing
them in the 1980s just before
they'd perform their duties at

Mass.

The alleged victims say they
were between ages 6 and 10
when the Rev. Czeslaw Szy-
manski fondled them in a
room where priests and altar
~ boys don robes.
 The abuse allegedly hap-
~ pened between 1982 and 1987
when Szymanski worked at
Holy Trinity Parish. Szymanski,
ordained in Poland by the Or-
der of St. Paul the First Hermit,
died in a 1987 car accident.
The alleged victims' attorney,
Carmen Durso, said his clients
believe there could be up to 20
other victims.

In a statement, the Boston
Archdiocese said Thursday
it appreciates the “courage”
of those who came forward




