Monday, March 9, 1970
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' you were
_ century Saturday — but I
' a cellar with a Socratean

“They've had it al
Mexico. The eclipse,
observed at one point, shuffling
back from a brief phone call. No
one even asked if the call had
b Bort of thing that mighs Mo,
the sort ing that might
pen to Brother Augustine,

+ He Is, formally speaking, the
ilife, stage, literature and film-
loving Vincentian who founded
!Niagara University's annual
Festival of the Arts five years
‘ago and has run it ever since.

LY

* ALMOST EVERYONE thinks
of him informally though — as a
somewhat monkish-Jooking
1brother, slightly retond, slight-
«ly balding, just the sort who
'might emerge from a well
stocked medieval wine cellar.
1 Some days, he strolls across
‘the Niagara campus in his
clerical black garb and a peace
imedallion or pair of red love-
‘beads. Other days they say, he
‘wears other symbols and cants
all sorts of things, leading, like
Socrates or the Pied Piper, a
string of students behind him.
“No one,” he toid me without
affectation Saturday, “redily
knows what to make of me. Not
the hg:l:y, the ll(eudenu. bc:m
some ter people: They have
re-ordained of  what
entian brothers and the
stage and directors of drama
Illllk!b.. I mix up all their im-
es.”

1 didn’t know th‘u':‘etu ;u“ mhz
Brother Augus L in
black loafers and socks and suit
and glasses. A royal blue pen,
though, in his pocket, and his
white clerical collar lyimn a
copy of the Saturday Review on
the table before him.,

“GOING TO SEE the eclipse,
Brother?" A boy called as he

ready In

dashed the table, in the
dimly-lit ~ fower level of
Niagara’s Student Center,

“You're not supposed to
LOOK at it Brother called
back, shrugging his shoulders jn
defeat as the clever student|

Wi 8
It was the mornin,
the . uni

g after the
s L
Festival of the Arts, It also was
{ -

KAREN'S KORNER
A Brother of the Arts
Mixes Up the Images

By KAREN
NIAGARA FALLS, March 9 — I don't know what
doing during the last solar eclipse of the

Wik

that easy, I liked theater,
R

BRADY

was ensconced in a sort of cheerful
soul, name of Brother Augus-

“so I'm able to be back for the
festival .., My thesis is on
Pinter. I've with
him: He has such an amazingly
tone in his letters . , , |

BROTHER AUGUSTINE
A Thesls on Pinter

on screen 30 years h
watching her watching herself
thentoo . . "

. .

SOMEONE SAID that in past
ears, Brotherd brought
uckminster  Fuller and
Marshall Mc Luhan and ethers
to the Niu!un Festival, And |

. Actual pr s
and anly thing that lets you learn."

h"?'pl to be Mck_!n England for

. 0

“SOME PARTY YOU gave,
Brother," a rather
student in a plaid jucke: an-
nounced, drawing up a chair.
Brother Towey combed his own

sidobumns with his fingers
and just smiled, before tulking
about his 3% Kuu' teaching
English at St, Johns's.

“Then,” he said, “I entered
the Vincentian order. Founded
b{ St. Vincent de Paul. The C
M’s for Congregation of the
Mission, T guess I'm what you'd
call a late vocation. But several
years later, when I got out, they
sent me to Niagara,”

Late vacation or not, Brother 7
Towey's only 32 *and very !
aware of my age"” He's
teaching a course in acting at!
Niagara now, and hopes the
university will soon put in a
drama department. “It's my
wish, but not If it has to be in a
classroom  sitwation, 1 never
learned & thing in acting

1 d the
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Someane else said Brother
Towey'd written six plays of his
own — all of them later pro.
duced by colleges, high school,
summer stock groups, “Oh yes,
I directed some,” Brother
’l‘weLy' sald abstractedly. “But

mpred ugh a g
multi-color program of this
year's offerings, through March
19, which include, after a mere
J0-some-minutes’ ride from Buf.
falo past swift, scenic water and
I : Several New Cisema
uuealn&:. with thelr makers on
hand;

% your own play is like
seeing & person you know but
has changed,”

s 59
THERE WAS TALK of
Brother  Augustine admiring
Beckett a of course

?I?“Nh'fti, uu‘year at the

Don Relich Dance
Company in Performance (a
multi-media presentation); a 43
student,  260-costume,  15-set-
|changes version of the musical
“Mame,"” directed by

, with the Asmat Art
Coliection of M
ler, and a poster exhibit on the
side. Much of it is free,

Brother Augustine was men. |
tioning something about ggmng

se
o fest

ichael Roclefel- c

— and the sword scenes were so
vlval‘y blocked there were three
sta , ““none of them very
rious.” Brother said the first
ival was “a th thing,
Wwith a movie and a lecture and
@ one-act-play contest: Not
much compared to today,"”
the second festival, the
a Co. of Niagara
Falls entered the picture, loan.
ing a fine sculpture exhibit, and, '
wen&mlly helping  with  the
and printi

1o the first of two reh

“Mame"” so we talked rathey
swiftly about all the events that
had brought Brother and his
(heralded festival to Niagara six
and five years ago respectively,

[ g BN

“TOWEY'S AN IRISH name
and [ was born," he sald,
simply, with a wink of his
sometimes sometimes
cen eyes, “in Hempstead,
L, and went to high school
there: Great drama teachers,
great music department. It was|

to St. Johns's
Un New York. 1

ng after an app
‘fantastic opening , which)
Jhad been attended for a while by
the fragile, aging and famous
Jdm star Lillian Gish, and which
had ended, toward dawn, with!
Brother Towey singing at the
piano, All the talk was Lillian
Gish, who'd the 1-days’
metivities with now-famous,

e Movies,”
50

resentation, “Lillian |branch.

ly in

directed and acted, character
g::u and straight roles. Got a
helor's in  English and

and a master's in
!dramatic literature .
Hofstra for awhile, and
England. I have a diploma from
the University of Birmingham. [
went to its Statford-on-Avon

the theater , . "
| Brother fished for anocther

P ine to equal I
e taie marelng

watching her, then watching hor

|clgareste, told someone else not
to watch the eclipse except on
TV and said he was presently on
leave from Niagara (“although
|ever-present’) to complete his

York University,

|doctorate in theater at New|
|
“l commute a lot,” he sald,

p d 2, as well as
contributing idea-filled members.
for the festival's advisory board.
About 15,000 attended last year: |
More are expected this year,

And if you're among them
and see a jocular much-beloved
fellow in black going around
saying “I'm a poor substitute
for Lillian Gish,” it's prabably

» actor, director, singer,
teacher, ~ Socratean  mentor,
\writer of drama and poetry,
and friend to all sorts of
eminent  authors, poets,
dramatists, fiim-makers and
film critics who make Niagara's
F?‘bi;:l‘(:: the Arts o sacred,

t the oaly evil thing I can
say about him is thaf 5
occurred to Brother Saturday
that I might want to see some of
the cclipse,

.
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