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Diocese accused of delay in probing priest’s alleged abuse

By Norman D. Williams been any delays in responding to the child  Dermody is the brother of the Rev. Michael ~ was not disclosed, nor were the specifics of concerns about reported misconduct
and Sam Stanton molestation complaint or other reports of Dermody, who was pastor in Orland until ~the cor t. . in the Chico area were so that the dio-
RO of'nAm'mumf” il Gkl I.nvl:tdnﬁ 'd‘!: zmm -aom m'mmmnm “very o

a cases luct  to a counseling center in Suitland, Md., after on into rumors sex- a aj
Sacramento’s Catholic Diocese has been publicized this week overstates the problem M'::‘mmmhnw wmwmmmm very discreet” mnuywmhm
accused of reacting slowly to complaints of the diocese faces with renegade priests. sexual misconduct with several parishioners, according to documents and 3
child molestation by a priest involved in sexu-  However, it was also learned from knowl  The diocese and Michael Dermody are being . Internal church documents released in a  “There were concerns raised the
al misconduct in the past, according to inter-  edgeable sources Wednesday that the dio- gueq by three women from the Glenn County  $12:5 million lawsuit against the diocese, number and frequency of reported and ru-
nal church documents made public Wednes- ~ cese, in another case of alleged sexual mis- community who say they were drawn into which is now being in Sacramento Su- mored accounts of impropriety m

A conduct, placed the Rev. Thomas Dermody sexual relationships by the priest, perior Court, show that its attorneys have ex- t

the significance of the writ- on administrative leave within the past few X pressed concern about liability for the actions

ten reports, the diocese denied there had ~ days, pending a review of complaints. ‘The parish where Thomas Dermody served  of errant clergy. Please see PRIEST, page A13

Diocese attorney
nies sluggish response

Bee Staff Writers

, one. memo indicated.
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the woman

and had sex with him more than

once within the next few days.
Edwards examined the women on

the defense’s behall after the

was filed and indicated that, al-

“There l-'nbwnfrwol-yb
cidents in this diocese,” attorney
Randall J, Shanks said after We

edited church documents placed

into evidence on Wednesday illus-
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In & case that allegediy took place

over Christmas, for instance, a Sacra-




with a young woman in a motel room
in 1989, according to an internal

Ho'!ur ‘when the mother tried to
report the alleged contact with her
daughter, her complaints were ig-
nored until nh- became frustrated
and contacted the
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later reported that she also. had
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mmu
:&r: the woman's %}:&
e allegations and currently is
in Mexico.
Diocese attomey Desmond said he
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