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INTRODUCTION 
  
In July 2024, Groupe Egaé was appointed by Emmaus International, Emmaus France and the Abbé 
Pierre Foundation to set up and manage a listening service and system for gathering testimonies 
following the publication by the Movement of acts of abuse committed by Abbé Pierre.  
  
This system took the form of an email address (emmaus@groupe-egae.fr) and a telephone number 
where callers were able to leave a voice message (01 89 96 01 53). This service will remain open 
until 31 January 2025 so that we can ensure a smooth transition to the organisation that will 
handle testimonies in the future.  
  
A team of 6 experts in the prevention of sexual and gender-based violence was on call to respond 
to emails and telephone messages. Interviews were offered to all those who contacted the service.  
  
Groupe Egaé conducted interviews and drew up a summary of the testimonies. When the information 
given regarding dates, places and events was not precise or could not be corroborated using public 
information (such as press articles or websites), Groupe Egaé called upon Emmaus to obtain 
confirmation (for example, to confirm whether Abbé Pierre had visited a city on a certain date).  
  
Following the interviews and analysis, Groupe Egaé submitted a summary of the testimonies received 
to the Emmaus Movement on 8 January 2025. This summary presents 9 testimonies of sexual 
abuse committed by Abbé Pierre. These 9 accounts are in addition to the 24 already published 
in the previous reports drawn up at the initiative of the Emmaus Movement. 
 
The first report, published on 17 July 2024, presented testimony gathered between March and July 
2024. The second report, published on 6 September 2024, presented testimony gathered between 
July and September 2024. This last report presents testimony received between September and 
December 2024. 
 
Groupe Egaé underscores that these testimonies in no way enable us to draw up an exhaustive 
report on Abbé Pierre’s conduct. Other testimonies, at times anonymous or incomplete, have 
been received by Groupe Egaé. All of the information received by Groupe Egaé between 
September and December 2024 is presented in this document. 
 
This report includes: 

• Methodology 
• Testimonies received through the system put in place 
• Other information received 
• Some points arising from the interviews 
• Support offered to those interviewed 
• Appendices 
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METHODOLOGY 
  
A call for testimonies was launched on 17 July by the Emmaus Movement in a press release and on the  
organisations’ websites. It was published by several media outlets. On the very same day, people 
wrote to us and called the hotline to share testimonies or information. Each individual who wrote an 
email received a message to confirm receipt, written in three languages. Individuals were then 
contacted to offer them an interview. This interview could be held by phone or via video conference. 
It was conducted by experts in the prevention of sexual violence and in listening to victims. 
  
This interview allowed the interviewees to express themselves and for questions to be asked in order 
to better identify the nature of the incidents, the dates and locations. These interviews differ from those 
conducted as part of an internal investigation, where the aim is to corroborate the facts and prepare 
for an interview with the person under investigation, in accordance with the adversarial principle. In 
this case, interviews involved listening to and gathering what the interviewees had to say. Following 
this exchange, a confidential document was drafted. This report has been drawn up based on all of 
those documents.  
  
Reminder of the legal definitions 
Groupe Egaé was able to identify different types of sexual violence in the incidents described by the 
people who gave their testimony. Below is a reminder of the legal definitions. 
  

Incident Definition Example Source 

Sexual 
harassment (1) 

Repeated comments or behaviour of a 
sexual nature that violate human dignity or 
create an offensive situation. 

Repeated remarks 
about sexuality 

Article 222-33 
of the French 
Criminal Code 

Sexual 
harassment (2) 

Putting pressure on someone with the real 
or apparent aim of obtaining an act of a 
sexual nature. 

A sexual proposition in 
exchange for 
accommodation 

Article 222-33 
of the French 
Criminal Code 

Sexual assault* 
(* “indecent 
assault” prior to 
1994) 

Physical contact with a sexual area 
(buttocks, genitals, breasts, mouth, 
between the thighs) committed using 
violence, coercion, threats or surprise. 

Hand on buttocks, 
forced kiss, touching of 
genitals 

Article 222-22 
of the French 
Criminal Code 

Rape  Any act of sexual penetration or oral 
intercourse committed using violence, 
coercion, threats or surprise. 

Forced fellatio, forced 
penetration, forced 
cunnilingus. 

Article 222-23 
of the French 
Criminal Code 

Incestuous acts 
 

Rape and sexual assault are classified as 
incestuous when committed by: 1° A parent 
or grandparent ; 2° A brother, sister, 
uncle, aunt, great-uncle, great-aunt, 
nephew or niece ; 3° The spouse or 
cohabitee of one of the persons mentioned 
in 1° or 2°.  

 Article 222-33 
of the French 
Criminal Code 

https://emmaus-france.org/dispositifs-de-recueil-de-temoignages-et-daccompagnement-de-victimes-ou-temoins-de-faits-dagressions-sexuelles-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
https://emmaus-france.org/dispositifs-de-recueil-de-temoignages-et-daccompagnement-de-victimes-ou-temoins-de-faits-dagressions-sexuelles-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
https://emmaus-france.org/dispositifs-de-recueil-de-temoignages-et-daccompagnement-de-victimes-ou-temoins-de-faits-dagressions-sexuelles-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
https://www.ouest-france.fr/faits-divers/violence-sexuelle/labbe-pierre-accuse-dagressions-sexuelles-par-plusieurs-femmes-9f098f3a-443a-11ef-90f2-b61ef193591b
https://www.ouest-france.fr/faits-divers/violence-sexuelle/labbe-pierre-accuse-dagressions-sexuelles-par-plusieurs-femmes-9f098f3a-443a-11ef-90f2-b61ef193591b
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TESTIMONIES 

  

������ Content warning - This report describes acts of sexual violence, some of which are committed on 
minors. It may have a significant emotional impact on the reader. 
 
Between 6 September 2024 and 31 December 2024, Groupe Egaé received approximately thirty 
emails and 12 telephone messages. Several of these were from people who were abused, or who are 
close to someone who was abused, by Abbé Pierre. Some individuals asked questions, others 
expressed their sadness, disappointment or their discontent. Some people wrote to commend the 
initiative taken by the Emmaus Movement. 
  
In this report, Groupe Egaé provides details of 9 testimonies (8 direct and 1 indirect) involving 
sexual abuse committed by Abbé Pierre on both minor and adult women. These testimonies are 
in addition to the 7 made public in July 20241 and the 17 made public in September 20242. 
 
The people who submitted these testimonies have given their identity and contact details to Groupe 
Egaé. Emmaus International and Groupe Egaé were able to verify the information given (such as the 
existence of a certain event or Abbé Pierre’s presence at a certain location). The individuals were 
sometimes contacted again to obtain additional details about their account. The testimonies are 
consistent. Most of the 9 testimonies presented below report behaviour which is similar to that identified 
in the first accounts given to Groupe Egaé. They involve unsolicited touching of their breasts or forced 
kissing. 
  
One testimony reports facts concerning Abbé Pierre's family (HH.’s testimony). One testimony 
reports sexual abuse of a boy who was a minor. The victim did not want his testimony to be detailed 
in the report.  
  
The incidents described took place from the 1960s until 2000s, most of the time in France and 
sometimes abroad. 
  
The people providing testimony are from a wide range of backgrounds: an employee of a hotel where 
Abbé Pierre stayed, carers working in hospitals where Abbé Pierre was hospitalised, a volunteer at a 
youth camp or on a humanitarian mission, a family member, a flight attendant.  
    
Here is the list of the 9 testimonies received. All the information that could be used 
to identify the victims has been rendered anonymous. 
  
AA. was subjected to touching of her breasts in the early 2000s 
AA. was a victim of unsolicited touching of her breasts and unsolicited touching of her stomach while 
she was pregnant and working in a hospital where Abbé Pierre was hospitalised. The incidents took 
place in the early 2000s. AA. said that she was very surprised. She mentioned this behaviour to other 
colleagues. Several people laughed, playing down the situation. 

 
1 https://emmaus-international.org/en/press/emmaus-international-emmaus-france-et-la-fondation-abbe-pierre-rendent-publics-des-faits-graves-commis-par-labbe-pierre/ 
2 https://emmaus-france.org/presses/emmaus-rend-public-de-nouveaux-faits-graves-commis-par-labbe-pierre/ 

https://emmaus-international.org/en/press/emmaus-international-emmaus-france-et-la-fondation-abbe-pierre-rendent-publics-des-faits-graves-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
https://emmaus-france.org/presses/emmaus-rend-public-de-nouveaux-faits-graves-commis-par-labbe-pierre/
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BB. was subjected to touching of her buttocks in the 1960s 
BB.’s son contacted the listening service. He recounted how his mother, who is now deceased, had been 
touched on the buttocks by Abbé Pierre. She was a flight attendant and was subjected to this conduct 
during a flight taken by Abbé Pierre. She was between 20 and 30 years old. BB. reported it at the 
time and nobody believed her. BB. wrote about it in her notebook at the time (see appendix). 
  
CC. was subjected to sexual contact in the early 1990s in Charenton 
CC. worked for Emmaus France, she was in her twenties. She met Abbé Pierre in this context. She went 
to see him to deliver a letter. They spoke for a few minutes. He touched her breasts and suddenly 
thrust his tongue into CC.’s mouth. She resigned following this incident. 
  
DD. was subjected to sexual contact in the early 1980s at a youth camp 
DD. was taking part in an Emmaus youth camp during the early 1980s in Annemasse (Ain). She told us 
that Abbé Pierre had asked her to sit on his lap, then he touched her breasts and kissed her. She was 
22 years old. 
  
EE. was subjected to repeated sexual contact in the mid-1990s 
EE. was working in a hotel where Abbé Pierre stayed. She was between 17 and 18 years old. On the 
first day, she had a spiritual conversation with him. On the second day, Abbé Pierre asked her to come 
to his room to sort out a problem with the light. She recounted that he grabbed her breasts violently, 
touched between her legs, and put EE.’s hand down his trousers. EE. was subjected to sexual contact of 
this nature on several occasions. When she spoke about it, the hotel management told her that he was 
a VIP guest and she had to go back to see him if he wanted. EE. resigned. 
  
FF. was subjected to sexual contact in the late 1990s 
FF. was a nurse in a hospital in Paris where Abbé Pierre was admitted in the late 1990s. She was in 
her fifties. She recounted that Abbé Pierre fondled her breasts.  
  
GG. was subjected to repeated sexual abuse in the early 1970s 
GG. had accompanied Abbé Pierre on a trip abroad in December 1972. She was 21 years old. Abbé 
Pierre touched her thigh several times during car journeys. One evening, Abbé Pierre invited her to his 
room. GG. recounted that Abbé Pierre forcibly kissed her, touched her breasts and masturbated in 
front of her. These incidents were repeated over several days. GG. saw Abbé Pierre in France years 
later, in the 1990s. She recounted several incidents during this period, dozens of years after the trip 
in 1972: she was exposed to Abbé Pierre naked and witnessed him touching her friend’s thigh at his 
home in Charenton. 
  
HH., a member of Abbé Pierre’s family, was subjected to sexual contact with her breasts and 
mouth in the late 1990s. 
HH. was subjected to touching of her breasts and an attempted forced kiss by Abbé Pierre. She was 
also subjected to another forced kiss. She recounted that Abbé Pierre made sexual comments to her. 
  
Groupe Egaé also received a 9th testimony concerning a penetrative sexual act on an underage boy. 
Groupe Egaé was able to talk to the person who provided evidence enabling us to confirm the veracity 
of his testimony. The victim did not want his testimony to be detailed in the report.  
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OTHER INFORMATION RECEIVED 
  
In addition to these 9 testimonies, Groupe Egaé heard from several people who had heard 
accounts from other victims of Abbé Pierre. Some of these victims are now deceased; others did not 
wish to provide testimony or were not able to be interviewed.   
 
At least 9 other people have also been identified. 
 
A community manager gathered accounts from several women who reported that they had been victims 
of Abbé Pierre. Five of them did not provide testimony to Groupe Egaé. These women were in their 
twenties and had taken part in youth camps. These women’s accounts involve unsolicited physical 
contact.  
  
A carer who gave evidence to Groupe Egaé said that one of her colleagues, a 22-year-old nurse, 
had also been a victim of Abbé Pierre. 
 
Two people interviewed by Groupe Egaé had also heard accounts from two women who worked for 
Abbé Pierre, who are now deceased. One confided that Abbé Pierre had “grabbed her buttocks’” 
and she had then threatened to quit her job. The other recounted that Abbé Pierre used to touch her 
chest when she brought him his meals.  
 
Groupe Egaé is also aware of the existence of at least one other victim among the members of 
Abbé Pierre’s family. This person was unable to be interviewed. 
 
Other information was sent to Groupe Egaé. 
 
A victim recounted that after forcibly kissing her and touching her breasts, Abbé Pierre asked her 
to pose for a photo. She reported that she then saw Abbé Pierre putting the Polaroid away in a 
drawer that already contained other photos. She talked about a “pile of photos”. “I remember thinking 
that all these women had gone through the same thing as me.” Groupe Egaé was in contact with an 
individual who stated that they had seen photos of this nature. One of the testimonies received also 
refers to this Polaroid (see appendix).  
 
Groupe Egaé is aware of an account of sexual behaviour by Abbé Pierre during his trip to Lund, 
Sweden. This account is found in the book “Paysan de la rive droite” by André Paul (see appendix). 
 
Lastly, Group Egaé has received other information related to periods or places for which it has not 
been possible to obtain precise information to confirm Abbé Pierre’s presence in certain locations on 
the given dates.  
  
Two accounts relate specifically to two boys aged between 8 and 10 at the time the incidents 
occurred, which took place over periods prior to 1965.  
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One of the individuals recounts having been subjected to sexual abuse by Abbé Pierre at a holiday 
camp for boys in the early 1960s. For the time being, it has not been possible to establish a link with 
information known about Abbé Pierre's life at that time.  
 
In the book “The discovery of Richard Hecht”, published in 2009, the author recounts witnessing Abbé 
Pierre sexually abuse a child in his dormitory during the 1940s (see appendix). Several elements in 
the account could not be verified (places, dates) and other aspects are not consistent with what is 
known about Abbé Pierre’s life at the time. 
 
These testimonies echo the one published in the second set of testimonies, concerning sexual contact 
with an underage boy in a religious institution. The information provided by this person, interviewed 
by Groupe Egaé, who described being subjected to sexual contact by Abbé Pierre, have not yet 
enabled us to establish a link with aspects known about Abbé Pierre’s life at the time. 
 
Lastly, Groupe Egaé gathered accounts from people about Abbé Pierre’s behaviour, or the behaviour 
of people close to him.  
 
A community manager reported that in the 1980s his community welcomed women on several occasions 
who told him that the manager of one of the nearby communities had asked them to sleep with him. At 
the time, the person Egaé interviewed raised the issue at a national meeting. He reported being 
humiliated by Abbé Pierre during the meeting, who explained that he knew nothing about it and 
refused to act.   
 
One woman told us about an incident that occurred during preparations for an international salon at 
Porte de Versailles. “It was a Saturday, the day before the salon. Abbé Pierre arrived in a wheelchair. 
Everyone went over. I was with my son, who was 8 or 9 years old. I wanted to go over. Someone 
pushed me aside.  He said, “not women, you mustn't go near”. He allowed my son to go over. I have 
a photo of my son with Abbé Pierre.” 
 
Groupe Egaé was contacted by a former community manager whose 9-year-old son had been 
sexually assaulted by a young man staying at the community. During the legal proceedings, the father 
of the child victim was put under considerable pressure to withdraw his complaint. He was confronted 
by a man, P., who he describes as a manager “of a network” that was trying to “recover” the young 
perpetrator of violence, and against whom he even considered lodging a complaint. This man, P., wrote 
to Abbé Piere to ask him to intervene with the community, which he did. Emmaus International was able 
to track down some of the correspondence between Abbé Pierre and the community. In one of the 
letters, appended to this report, Abbé Pierre dissuades the child’s father from bringing charges against 
P. and with regard to the child victim, he writes, “(…) let’s make sure we do not add to his distress. 
Unfortunately, life is full of shocks like the one he received. It is up to you to show him that life is 
beautiful despite these wounds.” 

  

ELEMENTS THAT EMERGE FROM THE 
TESTIMONIES 
  
As is often the case when it comes to sexual violence, each story is unique. And yet, from one account 
to another, sometimes even dozens of years apart and even though the people involved have never 
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spoken to each other, common threads emerge. A number of points arose from the written exchanges 
and interviews. 
  
Much of the violence described is similar to the situations reported by other victims in previous 
interviews, which are detailed in the reports published in 2024. 
  
Several talk about surprise and disbelief. “I didn’t expect it”, “I was a bit stunned”, “I didn’t understand 
what was happening, I was petrified”, “I was surprised and shocked”. One victim reports, “I still remember 
the disgust of his mouth”. Another states, “I found that repulsive”. Some victims describe acts committed 
with brutality. Two women recount that Abbé Pierre told them, after assaulting them, that he “needed 
it”.  
  
A large number of victims were in vulnerable situations when the incidents occurred, due to their age 
(minors or young adults) or due to the fact that they were pregnant. Others were in a situation that 
was difficult because of the position they held, in a job that required them to be of service to Abbé 
Pierre. 
   
Several victims mentioned that they had spoken about the situation to those around them at the time, 
but they said that nobody believed them. Others had never talked about it until this year.   
  
Two people recounted that they resigned in the wake of the abuse committed by Abbé Pierre. This is 
the case of a hotel employee and a staff member at Emmaus France. 
 
It appears in these testimonies that Abbé Pierre had put in place systems to silence victims, in particular 
by using threatening language or behaviour. 
  
A victim, who was a minor at the time of the incident, says that Abbé Pierre made direct threats. “He 
told me that he is very powerful, people love him and that I should never, ever tell anyone about 
what's just happened, because they wouldn't believe me and I'd be in big trouble if I did.” 
  
Two people reported that after having assaulted them, Abbé Pierre gave them instructions on how to 
write to him. He told them that they absolutely must write “Confidential” or “Private” on the envelope 
and place it in another letter. He told one of his victims: “If you want to write to me, you must take 
precautions”. 
  
The act of taking a photo of a victim could also be likened to a kind of threat, in the sense that the 
person committing the abuse is keeping something of the victim. 
  
These accounts reflect other situations reported by other people in previous testimonies, such as the 
fact that Abbé Pierre put the letter from a victim into the shredder, or the receipt of a note stating that 
if the facts came to light, he would respond “brutally, surgically”. 
  
As in previous reports, people are speaking out to ensure that the victims' statements are believed:  
“So that nobody questions the statements made by these people, so that they are recognised as victims 
and receive reparation.” 
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SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS AND THEIR LOVED 
ONES 
  
The Emmaus Movement offers several support services to Abbé Pierre's victims and their loved ones. 
  
Firstly, the option of having an interview with a female psychologist specialising in psychological 
trauma, to benefit from a listening ear and, if necessary, be referred for longer-term support. The 
second option is to meet leaders of the Emmaus Movement.   
 
To date, 11 people have had a session with a psychologist and 9 have met Emmaus France and 
Emmaus International Board members. 
 
The Emmaus Movement has also offered all victims the opportunity to take part in a support group. It 
will be organised during the first half of 2025. This support group will be supervised by a psychologist. 
  
Through Groupe Egaé, the Emmaus Movement has now written a letter to all the individuals who came 
forward. It is appended to this report. 
 

  

APPENDICES 

 
Groupe Egaé hereby presents all the documents to which it has had access in connection with 
gathering testimonies and, in the case of non-public documents, those which it has received 
authorisation to publish.  
 

- Excerpt from a flight attendant’s notebook who was on a flight with Abbé Pierre.   
- Excerpts from the book “Paysan de la rive droite”, by André Paul. 
- Excerpts from a book entitled “The Discovery of Richard Hecht”. 
- Letter from Abbé Pierre to a community manager 
- Letter written to the victims by the Emmaus Movement. 
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