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Morch 22, 1971 

COf'.FIDENTIAL 

Mr. Ho...ard C. Laach 
State of New Mexico 
S.cretory of Correc:tl ons ,.o. lo,c 2325 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear Mr. uoch, 

SSS.000717 

I t-Gve researche:! thorcu9hly the penonnel nle of the Rev. Edward F. 

DOM Ion, a priest of this Archdloc.eM who Mrved • Choploln to the 

New Medco lo~• School ot Springer from July I, 1958 to July I, 1970. 

The Ncords contain Information about Father Donelon from the time he 

wa1 a theolo;tcol 1tudent from 1952 thrcugh l9S6. 

I am please~ to ocfvfse that no evidence ol hcmOMxucil behavior, no, 

ev.n of homosexual teftdency appear, anywhere. On the contrary, he 

ts ,.porte:I to oe very monly • open and forthright. 

I haw no record of any evaluation of Father Donelon'a Mrvtces at Boys' 

School from any tource, nor did ony ccmplotnt ol this Nrlous nature 

coma to my attention prior to ycur vlslt. 

In the It ght of whot I know orwl have cblerved and what ot._ rs have hod 
to ICI)' about Fath.r Donelan, 1 aut IUlpeCt that aome •po1ttical• cnteonery 

11 at the bottom of this matt.r. 

I do know that Father Donelan on mON than one occasion took exception 

to procedur.1 and proctlQII of the ttaff at Spnn;er and INlsted on due 

,.cq;nhton of hla ,mporwtbt lltf • cmd the staff cooperation to be expected. 

I N;t•t that J hava no reccrd ol d1tolls and that my lftemory only Mrws 

onl.y to Neall the feet. The INtanc:;en reported by father however we,. 
nurneroui and ,.peated. Thia was p:irtkulorly tNe of the lost four o, 
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Mr. Howard C. Leach 
.Marc:h 22, 1971 

Rw yeon cf his Mrvlce at the tehool. 
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I belJeve that Father'• reputation ahculd be cleared and I know· that 

I and he would welcome such o procedure on your part. 

Sine.rely yours, 

Jomes P. Davia 
ARCHBISHOP Of SANTA FE 

cc: The Rev. E:fward Donelan 

(dictated by Archbishop Davia Morch 20, 1971; ll;ned by Rav. Mocwl9110r 

Froncla A. Relnberg, Eplacopal Vicar, Morch 22, 1971) 
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