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CONFIDENTIAL 45 29F-
24
77
Mr. Howard C. Leoch Dok C :
State of New Mexico 04N o tie) '
Secretary of Comectios ©277~ 8607 ot T D
P.O. Box 2325

Santa Fe, New Maxico 8750!
Dear Mr. Leoch,

| have researched thoroughly the personnel file of the Rev. Edward F.
Donelon, a priest of this Archdiocese who served as Chaplain to the
New Mexico Boys® Scheel ot Springer from July 1, 1958 to July 1, 1970.
The records contaln Information about Father Donalan from the time he
was a theclogical student from 1952 through 1956,

| am pleased to advise that no evidenca of homosexuol behavlor, ner
evan of homosexual tendency appean anywhers. On the contrary, he
is reported to be very manly = open and forthright.

| have no record of any evaluation of Father Donelan's services ot Boys'
School from ony source, nor did eny complaint of this serfous nature
come to my attention prior o your vislt,

In the light of what | knew ond have observed ond what othe rs have hod
to say about Father Donelan, | must suspect that some *political” chicanary
Is ot the bottom of this matter.

| do know that Father Donelan on more than one occaslion took exception
to procedures and practices of the stuff at Springer ond Insisted on due
recognition of his resporsibliities and the staff cooperation to be expected.
| regret that | have no record of defolls and that my memory only sarves
only to recall the foct. The Instonces reported by Father however were
numerous and repeated. This was particularly true of the last four or
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five ysans of his service ot the school.

| belleve that Father's reputation should be cleared and | know that
| and he would welcome such a procedure on your part.

Sincerely youn,

James P, Davis
ARCHBISHOP OF SANTA FE

ce: The Rev. Edward Donelan

(dictated by Archbishop Davis March 20, 1971; signed by Rev. Momslignor
Froncls A. Relnberg, Eplscopal Vicor, March 22, 1971)
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