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3.0ETTLE SEX SUIT
AGAINST 4 PRIESTS
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Case Aga’inst Camden Qiocése |
«Is Resolved Out of Court

CAMDEN, N.J, Oct. 12 (AP) — An
outwof-court’ settlement - has been
reached in a lawsuit in which three
men, including a Roman Catholic
priest; said they had beéri molésted by
two Catholic clerics and accused the
Camden Diocese of covering it up, the
perLe mvolved in the lawsu;t said to-
day.

he plamtxffs dechned to discuss any
details of the agreement. Their lawsuit,
whi¢h sought unspecified damages and
the: establishment of a national regis-
try of priests known to have molested
ch%%x ‘en, was dropped last week.
e case has been resolved,” said
Stef “pen C. Rubino, a lawyer who filed
the lawsuit in Federal court in Camden
lagf, June. “Differences between -the
parties have been resolved.”

A spokesman for the Camdenh Dio-
ceserdeclined to comment today, say-
ing, anly that “both parties have re-
solved their differences.” .

delshops Accused of Cover-Up

The plaintiffs in the case, Steven M.
StOTAT and Terrence M. Smith of Mill-
vglbe)and the Rev. Gary Hayes, who is
ncawaﬁ’px iest in Owensboro, Ky., assert-
ed i’ June that they were repeatedly

molested as youths by two priests in
: rJex sey ‘and Rhode Island. Their
sumclaxmed sexual battery and ‘“‘inten- |
txo&g’r and negligent mflxcnon of emo-
tional distress.”

“The lawsuit also accused four bish-
ops, mcludmg Bishop James T. Mc-
Hijgh, spiritual leader of the 374,000
" Catholics in southern -New Jersey’s

Camden Dlocese of covering up the
abuse: .

Féderal District Judge Jerome B.
Simandle signed the order dismissing
the case on Thursday.

,I.r.‘? lawsuit was the first class- actlon

filed under the racketeering laws, Mr.
“Rébino said. It sought unspecifjed
ddniages under those laws, which are
usually used to prosecute leaders of
orglhized crime.

le plaintiffs accused the Rev. Jo-
seph.H. McGarvey of abusing them
whilé' .he was pastor of St. Mary’s
Chureh in Millville, from January 1965
to, TJécember 1972. At the time, the
plaintiffs were 12 to 16 years old.
€'lawsuit also ‘said the Rev. Wil-
ligm C. O’Connell, who was last as-
signed to St. Mary s parish in Bristol,
RI;, traveled between the two states
speclﬁcally to molest Gary Hayes.
‘Fdther O’Connell resigned from the
pnesihood in 1985. In 1986 he was con-
victed of earlier sexually assaulting
three. boys in Bristol, and served one
yearin a prison work- release program.
Father McGarvey is on leave from
hig Current parish in Runnemede, N.J.




